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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

1.1.1 This final Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by National Grid 
Electricity Transmission plc (referred to as National Grid within this document) and 
Natural England. It identifies areas of the Norwich to Tilbury Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application (the Application) where matters are agreed, under 
discussion or not agreed between the parties. 

1.1.2 This final signed version of the SoCG has been submitted at Examination Deadline 7.  

1.2 Summary of matters under discussion 

1.2.1 The Examining Authority requested that SoCGs contain a table that 
under discussion, together with a deadline by 

which such matters are expected to be resolved. No matters remain under 
discussion, therefore the table has been removed.

1.3 Project Description 

Project Need 

1.3.1 The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission 
system in East Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising: 

1.3.2 A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately 180 km 
overall length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via Bramford 
Substation, a new East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation and a new 
Tilbury North Substation, including:  

Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately 509 
pylons, either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height) or low 
height steel lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some of which 
would be gantries (typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed Cable Sealing 
End (CSE) compounds or existing or proposed substations.  

Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be 
located through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB1). 

Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect 
the overhead lines to the underground cables. 

Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation and a 
substation extension at the existing Bramford Substation.  

1 .National Landscape is the rebranded name of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) from 22 November 
2023  
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A new 400 kV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN 
Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air 
Insulated Switchgear (AIS) substation.  

A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred to 
as the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed 
to be a Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation.  

Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines 
to facilitate the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North 
Substation to provide connection to the Tilbury Substation.  

Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.  

1.3.3 In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required to 
facilitate the construction of the Project. There would also be land required for 
environmental mitigation and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). 

1.3.4 As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily for 
construction activities including, for example, working areas for construction 
equipment and machinery, site offices, welfare, storage and temporary construction 
access. 

1.3.5 The Project would be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with 
applicable health and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design 
safety standards including the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS), 
which sets out the criteria and methodology for planning and operating the National 
Electricity Transmission System (NETS). This informs a suite of National Grid 
policies and processes, which contain details on design standards required to be met 
when designing, constructing and operating assets such as those proposed for 
the Project. 

1.4 Format and structure of this document 

1.4.1 This SoCG is structured as follows: 

Section 2 provides a summary of the key engagement undertaken to date with 
Natural England. 

Section 3 summarises the key matters and captures the status of each issue / 
matter. 

Section 4 includes the sign off sheet. 
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2 Record of Key Engagement 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 National Grid has engaged with Natural England on the Project throughout the pre-
application process. This has included: 

Non-statutory consultation in Spring 2022 and Summer 2023 

Statutory Consultation in Spring 2024  

Targeted Consultation in Spring 2025 

One to one / small group technical meetings on specific detailed matters 

Sharing of papers and documentation at key stages.  

2.1.2 
Consultation Report and the Environmental Statement.

2.2 Summary of Key Engagement 

2.2.1 Table 2.1 provides an overview of the key engagement that has taken place between 
National Grid and Natural England.  

Table 2.1 Summary of Key Engagement between National Grid and Natural England 

Date Format  Topic/Description 

April 2025 Technical Note National Grid issued drafts of the Outline Code of 
Construction Practice (CoCP) and Outline Landscape 
and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP). 

June 2025 Email National Grid outlined their initial approach in relation 
to additional measures to meet the s85 duty they were 
developing, including offering a meeting to discuss the 
wider approach and provide an update on outputs from 
the meeting with the local authorities and National 
Landscape Partnership Team in May 2025. 

June 2025 Technical Note National Grid issued the draft DCO, explanatory 
memorandum and draft DCO Requirements. 

July 2025 Email National Grid provided an update on progress in 
relation to additional measures to meet s85 duty and 
provided a document which outlined the package of 
measures for their review. 

August 2025 Email National Grid provided a further update on 
engagement and progress in relation to additional 
measures to meet s85 duty. 
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Date Format  Topic/Description 

August 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared the draft submission documents 
for the Project. 

October 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared an updated Statement of 
Common Ground following submission of the 
development consent application.  

November 2025 Technical Note Natural England shared their Relevant 
Representations with National Grid. 

January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss Relevant Representations and 
Statement of Common Ground covering Agriculture 
and Soils, Contaminated Land, Hydrogeology and 
Geology, Landscape and Visual and Ecology. 

April 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common Ground. 

May 2026 E-mail National Grid shared an updated Statement of 
Common Ground. 

Agriculture and Soils 

June 2022 E-mail National Grid issued the draft Agriculture and Soils 
Assessment Methodology for comment. 

July 2022 Meeting Meeting to discuss the proposed methodology and 
scope for Agriculture and Soils.  

March 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss ALC Predictive Mapping. 

July 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss ALC Predictive Mapping. 

Ecology and Biodiversity 

June  Sept 2022 E-mails and 
Meeting 

A technical note was issued to Natural England to 
outline the proposed scope for wintering/passage bird 
surveys, in support of an Ecological Impact 
Assessment (EcIA). A subsequent meeting was held to 
discuss and agree the scope. 

July 2022 Meeting Meeting to discuss proposed approach to the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping & 
Surveys. 

July 2022 E-mail National Grid issued the proposed scope for 
wintering/passage bird surveys, in support of the 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) and EIA. 

July 2022 E-mail National Grid issued the Biodiversity Assessment 
Methodology & Arboriculture Assessment Methodology 
for review ahead of Thematic Group. 
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Date Format  Topic/Description 

July 2022 Meeting Ecology and Biodiversity Thematic Group meeting - 
Biodiversity and Arboriculture. 

July 2022 E-mail LVIA methodology and arboricultural assessment 
methodology shared for review and discussion at the 
Thematic Group Meeting. 

July 2022 Meeting Landscape and Visual Thematic Group meeting LVIA 
methodology and arboricultural assessment 
methodology.  

August 2022 Meeting Meeting to discuss proposed scope for 
wintering/passage bird surveys, in support of the HRA 
and EIA. 

August 2022 Meeting Discussion of the use of Great Crested Newt (GCN) 
District Level Licensing (DLL)  

March 2023 Meeting Meeting to discuss Tilbury Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) extension, Landscape and visual 
Impact Assessment (LVIA) and biodiversity. 

June 2023 Technical Note National Grid issued the breeding birds, bats and hazel 
dormouse survey methodology technical note and 
associated shapefiles.  

August 2023 E-mail / Technical 
Note 

National Grid issued the proposed approach to 
obtaining baseline information in support of the HRA 
and the HRA Scoping Note. 

September 2023 E-mail Natural England provided advice to National Grid 
regarding bat survey methodology.  

November 2023 E-mail Natural England provided their response to the bat 
survey methodology. 

February 2024 E-mail National Grid shared the programme for sharing 
information regarding ecology surveys and next steps. 

February 2024 Meeting Meeting to further progress discussions regarding the 
use of DLL. 

March 2024 Meeting Meeting to discuss and agree survey methodologies 
for bats and dormice. 

March 2024  E-mail National Grid provided further information in response 
to questions raised regarding the bat survey 
methodology. 

March 2024 Meeting Meeting to further progress discussions regarding the 
use of DLL. 

May 2024 E-mail National Grid provided further information, as 
requested, regarding the Bat Survey Methodology. 



National Grid  |  July 2026  |  Norwich to Tilbury 6  

Date Format  Topic/Description 

August 2024 E-mail National Grid issued the Ecology Survey Scope for 
review. 

September 2024 Meeting Meeting to discuss the proposed approach to BNG. 

October 2024 Meeting Meeting to discuss the initial licencing approach and 
mitigation solutions for bats, badger, dormouse, water 
vole and otter. 

October 2024 E-mail National Grid issued responses to comments raised by 
NE with respect to the HRA Draft Screening Report. 

January 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss comments on the proposed draft 
mitigation for bats, badger, dormouse, water vole and 
otter. 

January 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss the proposed design and targeted 
consultation. 

January 2025 E-mail National Grid shared the Draft Environmental Net Gain 
Report for comment. 

January 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss comments received on the Draft 
Environmental Net Gain Report. 

February 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss comments received on the updated 
draft HRA Report. 

March 2025 E-mail National Grid issued the Draft Wintering Bird Report 
and Associated Figures to Natural England for 
consideration and comment. 

April 2025 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss the draft 
species licences. 

May 2025 Meeting  Meeting to discuss the draft HRA.  

June 2025 Meeting National Grid had a meeting to agree the reporting 
approach to ecology surveys undertaken post March 
2025. 

June 2025 Technical Note National Grid issued a technical note highlighting the 
approach to ecology surveys undertaken post March 
2025.  

October 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared licencing information (Bats) with 
Natural England 

October 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared licencing information (Badgers 
Main Sett and Project Wide) with Natural England 

October 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared licencing information (Water 
Voles) with Natural England 
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Date Format  Topic/Description 

October 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared licencing information (Dormouse) 
with Natural England 

November 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss ancient woodland and Statement of 
Common Ground 

December 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared updated licencing information 
(Dormice) with Natural England 

December 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared updated licencing information 
(Bats) with Natural England 

December 2025 Technical Note National Grid shared updated licencing information 
(Badgers) with Natural England 

January 2026 Technical Note Natural England provided a response regarding 
Ancient Woodland in response to meeting in 
November 2025 

February 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss updated licencing (all licences) 
information with Natural England 

March 2026 Technical Note National Grid shared updated licencing information for 
Bats and dormouse with Natural England 

March 2026 Technical Note National Grid shared updated licencing information for 
Badgers with Natural England 

March 2026 Email Natural England issued a Letter of No Impediment with 
respect to Water Voles  

April 2026 Meeting Meetings to discuss LTC nitrogen deposition 

April 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss and progress the Statement of 
Common Ground 

May 2026 Email Natural England issued a Letter with respect to the 
agreed position on Bats and bat licencing.  

June 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss Ancient Woodland and Veteran 
Trees. 

July 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss Ancient Woodland and Veteran 
Trees. 

Landscape and Visual 

July 2022 E-mail National Grid shared the LVIA methodology and 
Arboricultural assessment methodology for review and 
discussion ahead of the Thematic Group Meeting. 

July 2022 Meeting Landscape and Visual Thematic Group meeting LVIA 
methodology and Arboricultural assessment 
methodology. 
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Date Format  Topic/Description 

January 2024 E-mail National Grid shared an update on cultural heritage 
viewpoints, including ZTV (Zone of Theoretical 
Visibility). 

October 2024 Meeting Focus meeting to discuss the National Landscape. 

January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss Relevant Representation (including 
landscape queries) 
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3 Matters Agreed or Not Agreed  

3.1 Overview 

3.1.1 This chapter details the matters relevant to Natural England which have been agreed 
or not agreed between the parties. Matters are arranged by topic (using broad 
headings, or EIA chapter headings where appropriate) and each matter is given a 
unique reference number to aid identification. 

3.1.2 The red and green status shows the level of agreement with Natural England. 
Descriptions of the different levels are summarised in Table 3.1. 

Table 3.1 Agreement status for matters presented in Section 3 

Status Description 

Not Agreed Indicates a final position, where it has not been possible to resolve the issue 
to the agreement of both parties and there remains a difference of opinion. 

Agreed Indicates where an issue has been agreed or resolved satisfactorily to the 
agreement of both parties. 

3.1.3 Engagement will continue as the Project develops and progresses through the 
various stages of the DCO process, including detailed design. 

3.1.4 Table 3.2 to Table 3.4 provides the matters agreed or not agreed in relation to the 
various topics. 
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4 Confirmation of Agreement 

The above SoCG is agreed between National Grid and Natural England on the date specified 
below. 

Signed for and on behalf of National Grid 

Date:  

Signed for and on behalf of Natural England: 

Date: 
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